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The news media is undergoing a great change with the integration of print and the Internet, which offers a variety of services—e-mail newsletters, web sites, podcasts, � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blog" \o "find out what blogs are from Wikipedia" ��blogs�, and news feeds.  Environmental newsletters, like RENewsletter, are no exception. 


My latest flurry of changes in the RENewsletter--from formerly linking to it a web site to the present Word format--reflects the need to service all the kinds of ways people are beginning to get their environmental news. Now you can read an easily formatted document that is hyperlinked to many Internet pages and, if you like, print it for easier reading. 


You can also view much of this newsletter from my blog, � HYPERLINK "http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/" ��Environmental Thoughts�, which is updated daily and even made easier by subscribing to my � HYPERLINK "http://feeds.feedburner.com/EnvironmentalThoughts-RochesterNy" \o "Click here to subscribe to Environmental Thoughts feed" ��blog feed� and read it with your favorite online Reader.  These readers, if you are unfamiliar with them, allow for quick browsing of titles and a short description of each entry.   


Other changes from the traditional ways you get your news is going on including watching entire films devoted to environmental reporting, which, though getting better, is still difficult to get enough on the major media.  An example of film/movie as news is “� HYPERLINK "http://www.commondreams.org/archive/2007/08/26/3421" ��The 11th Hour.�” produced and directed by Hollywood actor Leonardo DiCaprio.  (We’ve just found out that � HYPERLINK "http://www.little-theatre.com/moviePage.php?filmID=640" ��The 11th Hour� will be starting at the � HYPERLINK "http://www.little-theatre.com/" ��Little Theatre� on September 21.) 


More examples of new media will probably becoming as environmental groups and the major media compete for your attention.  I’ll bet downloadable films, competing blogs, and every conceivable audio and visual format intertwined with each other will be the norm in the near future.  


The reason for all this change is not simply one of convenience—trying to please the new generations of computing machine options and the young people who have grown up using the computer as their primary news source.  What is also driving this rapid change is the public distrust of the major media and our present administration on the environment. They speak with forked tongue.  Their constituents and shareholders come first; we who need to know the state of our environment come last. 


We know that federal documents (like the � HYPERLINK "http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/3035496" \o "Check out this report my MSNBC" ��EPA’s reporting of the environmental conditions of the 9/11 site� were doctored to reflect a diminished toxic danger) and the media’s reporting of the signs and implications of � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/climate_change_solutions.htm" \o "Check out my web page on resources for Climate Change" ��Global Warming� have been slow in coming to the public’s attention.  And, that not even the tip of the iceberg.  There’s no way we can possibly ‘fix’ our environment to accommodate our way of life if we don’t have thorough and objective (free from self-serving corporate spin) environmental information.  


In the coming years, the race to get accurate information about our environment is going to take more active participation by the public and better scrutiny of what is presented.  The Internet, though messy and oftentimes filled with nonsense, is also filled with many concerned and competent voices trying to speak about our environment.  Some know what they are talking about and some don’t. 

















The purpose of a newsletter is to provide specialized information to a targeted audience. Newsletters can be a great way to market your product or service, and also create credibility and build your organization’s identity among peers, members, employees, or vendors.


First, determine the audience of the newsletter. This could be anyone who might benefit from the information it contains, for example, employees or people interested in purchasing a product or requesting your service.


You can compile a mailing list from business reply cards, customer information sheets, Business cards collected at trade shows, or membership lists. You might consider purchasing a mailing list from a company.


If you explore the Project Gallery, you will find many publications that match the style of your newsletter.


Next, establish how much time and money you can spend on your newsletter. These factors will help determine how frequently you publish the newsletter and its length. It’s recommended that you publish your newsletter at least quarterly so that it’s considered a consistent source of information. Your customers or employees will look forward to its arrival.











My vote for the hottest issue of the month is ‘Green,’ that is, green initiatives on various levels of government and industry.  Of course, our area has the usual stories about pollution and the dismal state of our beaches this time of year, but what jumps out of the headlines are green buildings, green vehicles, green political goals, green city, and even green boats—this last one using solar power to power watercraft.  Green is no longer a color for the few, but one for all to embrace.  





An article declaims that Rochester should be the first “Green US City” because of its commitment to non- fossil fuel alternatives.  Also, the governor signed into law “legislation promoting the purchase of green vehicles” and his wife, Lady Silda Wall Spitzer, after demonstrating that the governor’s mansion could go green, is promoting two acts that will ‘promote the construction of green homes and green State-owned buildings.” 





Without getting political, there’s an announcement that the Monroe County Democrats are building an agenda around green goals, while the Brooks administration (as I have mentioned in previous months) has implemented several green policies recently. 





I don’t think that I’m making too much of the fact that individuals, industry, and local governments have ‘got it’, meaning at least that a tipping point in the public’s mind has occurred on the peril our environment is in.  I don’t mean to say that we are even remotely out of trouble and that we’ve made significant inroads on the massive wholesale changes needed to make our environment sustainable, only that the overwhelming evidence has convinced most of us that things pertaining to our environment cannot go on as they have.  





Appearing to be green is not only fashionable, those in the media, business, and government not adopting green tactics and plans may be doomed to extinction in the public minds.         
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"I am convinced that ecology cannot be kept secret. Environmental openness is an inalienable human right. Any attempt to conceal any information about harmful impact on people and the environment is a crime against humanity." --Alexandr Nikitin, Russian environmentalist.








This Month’s Articles:


Click on links below—if you’re online





� HYPERLINK  \l "Opening" ��Opening Salvo�


� HYPERLINK  \l "hottest" ��Hottest Issue


��HYPERLINK  \l "otherhotissues"��Other Hot Issues


�� HYPERLINK  \l "Positive" ��On The Positive


�� HYPERLINK  \l "silent" ��The Silent Stories�


� HYPERLINK  \l "ongoing" ��Ongoing Concerns�


�HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/news.htm" \o "Go here for News Links for August 2007"��News - Aug 07


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/Updates%20Archive/updates_august_2007.htm" \o "Go here for all Updates for August 2007" ��UPDATE - Aug 07


�� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/calendar.htm" \o "Go here for the latest Rochester environmental events" ��Events


��HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/action.htm" \o "Go here for the latest Rochester-area actions you can take"��action� 


� HYPERLINK  \l "siteMonth" ��Site of the Month�

















Hottest Issues of August 2007 
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Opening Salvo 
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�HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/Promote_REcom.htm" \o "Click here to go online and help promote RochesterEnvironment.com"��Help Promote� If you believe in the concept of RochesterEnvironment.com, we invite you to help promote this unique and useful website.  





� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/enviromentalists.htm" ��Environmentalists� can 


help promote this site also by listing RochesterEnvironment.com on your site. 










































































Overall, you cannot come away from even just one month’s encapsulation of just one city’s environmental news and not see how humanity now drives Nature. 





Like it or not the anthropogenic affect of man on Nature is so profound (and continuing to grow) that as you look for man’s footprint in each story, you will understand how our relationship with our environment is forever changing the direction of evolution.  





We are warming the planet, determining what species thrive and what species fail, what chemicals interact with everything, what bodies of water rise and which one fall—in short we (as a species) are no longer just bystanders in our environment—we are at the helm.    

















Other hot environmental issues this month include the state of our (and most other community’s) beaches.  A report out of the National Resources Defense Council “� HYPERLINK "http://oceans.nrdc.org/beachgoers/ttw?msgann07" ��Pollution-Related Beach Closings and Advisories Climb in 2006�” shows how bad things are.  In our area, the � HYPERLINK "http://www.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage" �Democrat and Chronicle� article “� HYPERLINK "http://www.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070807/NEWS01/708070345" �Tests show more tainted beaches�,” describes the situation with our beaches and in my � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/essays.htm" \o "Go to all my essay's here" ��essay� “� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/essays/essay_We_Should_Be_Shocked.htm" ��We Should Be Shocked!�” I marvel that we have become so complacent about beach closings that we don’t get the warnings of long-term environmental damage these repeated closings portend.   





Also, the Victor pollution issue disappeared from local online articles, which isn’t to say the problem went away. In the � HYPERLINK "http://www.democratandchronicle.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage" �Democrat and Chronicle�, they bravely chronicled the historical pollution issues at Kodak in a series of articles and how the green revolution is affecting one of Rochester’s largest industries.  I say ‘bravely’ because the extraordinary relationship between Rochester and Kodak has made it difficult to completely assess the environmental impact of such a large sweeping industry that fueled much of Rochester’s past economic success.  





Energy issues, such as wind, ethanol, and solar, cover many of the articles online in August and will continue for a long time, I suspect, as Rochester moves toward becoming a major research center for many kinds of alternate fuels.  I’m still concerned about � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/essays/essays_Coal_Rochester's_Future.htm" ��“Coal In Rochester's Future�”, because of the upgrade at � HYPERLINK "http://www.rge.com/rgeweb/webcontent.nsf/doc/homepage" ��Rochester Gas and Electric�’s (RG&E) upgrade at Russell Station, but hopefully after much thought and public concern using coal (in any form) will be off the table.  





(Continued on next page) 





The idea of ‘smart meters’, an instrument that may help homeowner conserve energy by monitoring more closely their energy consumption is mentioned in this month’s environmental news.  Conservation certainly should be a part of our long-tern energy solution, but I don’t believe that on its own conservation can solve our problem.  





Fundamentally, we are going to have to decide (and I hope it’s a decision not a fait de accompli) what form of energy we will use.  A situation in France, reminds us that before our country launches into a wholesale adoption of nuclear power, there is � HYPERLINK "http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/" \o "Scroll down in my blog for a short report on \"Another Hitch for Nuclear Power\" ��Another Hitch for Nuclear Power�. Nuclear Power is not a good idea for a long-term energy solution for various reasons—the trouble with dealing with nuclear waste, presenting a possible terrorist site, health effects in a radiation leak, enormous cost of insuring—but France, which supplies its country with 80% of its energy needs with nuclear power highlights another problem with nuclear energy: cooling water that’s too warm.     





There are numerous articles on wind power as they affect Rochester, Hamlin, Gorham, Cohocton, and our neighbor to the North, Canada.  It seems that in each area, wind power is either loved or loathed.





I believe that as more people learn about their role in Global Warming, wind power will become more popular.  Someone somewhere is going to have to provide the electrical power for all our homes and businesses and even if you get your power from a coal burning plant (which still provides most of the electrical power that our area uses now) hundreds of miles away, or nuclear, or natural gas, you will be ethically bound to how that source pollutes.  Increasingly, it’s going to be hard �HYPERLINK "http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/" \o "You can read and also respond to my blog article here"��Denying Global Warming� (August 25, 2007), but many are still trying. 

















�HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/essays.htm" \o "Click here for essays"��� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/images/MCj04109070000%5b1%5d.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ����

















Rochester is moving headlong towards green energy, becoming “The United States' first Hydrogen Village.” says EETimes. On � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/recycling.htm" \o "For complete info on Recycling in Rochester, go here" ��recycling�, many churches, schools, and other organizations are beginning to realize that institutions or gathering places are a great opportunity to not only educate their patrons on the importance of recycling, but to help in that effort themselves. 


The New York State Thruway Authority is placing recycling bins at various points along the NYS Thruway.  Also, there seems to be a movement in Suffolk County to get stores to use reusable shopping bags and get rid of the litter caused by plastic bags.  Maybe this idea will takeoff in Rochester. 
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On the Positive Note








Other Hot Environmental Issues
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� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/calendar.htm" ��RochesterEnvironment.com calendar�, updated every day, lists all environmental events, educational programs, activities, seminars, and rallies.





� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/subscribe.htm" \o "click here to subscribe to RochesterEnvironment.com's RENewsletter" ��Subscribe online� –





Our monthly RENewsletter is best when read online because of dynamic links. It encapsulates all the � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/news.htm" ��news�, � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/action.htm" ��actions�, and � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/calendar.htm" ��events� and goes right to your e-mail free.





For a quick tour of all that RochesterEnvironment.com, check � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/contents.htm" ��Contents� or find out all � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/about%20REcom.htm" ��About� RochesterEnvironment.com.














West Nile Virus, has not shown up this year in our area (though there was an infected robin in Suffolk County, and out in the West there’s many instances of this disease, according to the � HYPERLINK "http://www.glrc.org/" ��Environment Report�), but we should remember that this is a yearly concern—especially now that it’s WNV season (August through early September.)  My � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/west_nile_virus.htm" \o "All information about WNV in Rochester, NY" ��West Nile Virus� page has all the latest updates including how to report dead crows (which helps the public health department to monitor this disease.)  





It’s also time to think about � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/rabies.htm" \o "For complete info, go to RochesterEnvironment.com's web page on Rabies" ��rabies�, reminds the NYS Department of Health.  As many know there’s been a northward spread of raccoon rabies in New York and Canada.  





Lastly, � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/lead_poisoning.htm" \o "For complete info on lead poisoning in Rochester, go here" ��lead�, which usually makes it way into our area’s environmental news, is mentioned in several articles.  Lead in jewelry is an issue for children’s health, but making a law on this is problematic.




















Some states are taking action against the fish disease � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/vhs_news_links.htm" ��viral hemorrhagic septicemia� (VHS) and the question is: what part should New York State play?  


I have not come across any stories about large outbreaks of this fish disease yet, but regardless, this invasive disease is going to be a long-term problem that’s going to be tough to solve—if at all.  


Our Great Lakes is mentioned in a few articles, besides the condition of our beaches and lake water levels, with the Coast Guard’s insistence on practicing with � HYPERLINK "http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/" \o "I talk about this in my blog article \"We Don't Have to Machinegun Our Lakes\" ��machine guns� for National Security, though an article on laser use implies that there are other solutions to this problem without poisoning our lakes with more lead.  York Times.  


Considering that wetlands are the kidneys (filtering a lot of natural and unnatural waste) of our environment and that over 50% of the wetlands in the United States have been destroyed since the time of the Pilgrims, that’s pretty serious.   
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Rochester-area Environmental Site of the Month























On-Going Concerns





The silent stories [important stories we didn't hear much about]:
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Get all the Rochester- area environmental news link for the month of August 2007


 **go to �HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/news%20archive/august_2007__news.htm"��August 07 News Links�


�
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About Our Organization…
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Environmental events going on this month





Environmental  Actions you can take for our area





� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/essays.htm" ��Essays� – by Frank J. Regan








Frank J. Regan.


 Copyright © 1998 [� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/" ��RochesterEnvironment.com�] 


All rights reserved.





For problems or questions regarding this web contact 


E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:FrankRegan@RochesterEnvironment.com" ��FrankRegan@RochesterEnvironment.com�











Thank you webmasters for linking with RochesterEnvironment.com








E-Mail:


� HYPERLINK "mailto:FrankRegan@RochesterEnvironment.com" ��FrankRegan@RochesterEnvironment.com�








�


� HYPERLINK "http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/" �Environmental Thoughts�





RochesterEnvironment.com has been blogged:-so now you can discuss Rochester's Environment instantly.  Add your comments, be a part of Rochester's environmental discussion. Also get this blog into your favorite reader as a feed: � HYPERLINK "http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default" \o "click here to subscribe to this blog: Environmental Thoughts" ��http://rochesterenvironmentny.blogspot.com/feeds/posts/default�





RochesterEnvironment.com


“It’s where you live.”




















Invasive species (emerald ash borer, not here yet but will soon be) is a problem we should be looking out for. The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation has some guidelines on protecting our area from � HYPERLINK "http://www.dec.ny.gov/animals/28722.html" �Firewood and Invasive Insects - NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation�  


The biggest project in Rochester the � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/renaissance_square.htm" \o "Get the latest news on the Renaissance Square Project." ��Renaissance Square Project� that includes a hub for Rochester’s public transportation, is in the news.  Public comment on this project should be coming up soon; you should be a part of it and think environment.  Check out the official � HYPERLINK "http://www.rensquare.org/" ��Renaissance Square Project� online and find out the latest. 


**Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/action.htm" \o "Click here for this month's environmental actions" ��ACTIONS� online 





Photo below – Steel Winds in Buffalo, NY 

















As autumn approaches, environmental groups ramp up their activities, so you should see lots going on.  


Especially important are the several locations for this area’s International Coastal Clean up day on Sept 15th.  This is a yearly event that allows the whole family to help their environment in a direct way.  


Also, the � HYPERLINK "http://newyork.sierraclub.org/rochester" ��Rochester Group of the Sierra Club� is having its annual Fall Festival and Fund Raiser - � HYPERLINK "http://newyork.sierraclub.org/rochester/discoveries.htm" ��Nature Discoveries�: Pictures of a Lifetime. 





**Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/calendar.htm" \o "Go here for all environmental events for Rcohester, NY" ��Calendar� online





� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/Updates%20Archive/updates_august_2007.htm" \o "Click here for all the updates for August" ��Daily Updates for the Month of August� 


  Get all the online activities of Rochester Environment.com for the month of August
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News Summary for this month  - �HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/news%20archive/august_2007__news.htm" \o "Go here for all August News Links"��August NEWS Links�





Things evolve quickly on the Internet.  My Rochester Environmental Site of the Month slot must now include � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blog" \o "Find out what a blog is from Wikiapedia" ��blog�s.  


This month’s site/blog of the month is � HYPERLINK "http://urbansustainabilityproject.blogspot.com" \o "blocked::http://urbansustainabilityproject.blogspot.com/" \t "_blank" �http://urbansustainabilityproject.blogspot.com� An Urban Sustainability Project - It’s about a Rochester-area family's attempt to live in a more ecologically sustainable way.  And, because this site is a blog, you can join in the comments.   �


Site of the Month: � HYPERLINK "http://urbansustainabilityproject.blogspot.com" \o "blocked::http://urbansustainabilityproject.blogspot.com/" \t "_blank" �http://urbansustainabilityproject.blogspot.com� An Urban Sustainability Project

















� HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/recycling.htm" \o "Go here for RochesterEnvironment.com's Recycling page" ����





Get all Rochester-area Environmental � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/news.htm" ��News-links�!





Our news links offer a distinct opportunity for our community to keep abreast of all that is happening with our environment, and because of our � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/news_archive.htm" ��news archives� and � HYPERLINK "http://www.rochesterenvironment.com/updates_archive.htm" ��Update Archives,� keeps these stories forever for further research.  















